
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
May 3, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
May 3, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; and Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Mike Fox, 
Operations Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Kathy White, HR Manager; Sally 
Saxton, Senior Accountant/Acting Finance Manager; Cathy Langlow, AP Clerk/Deputy 
Auditor; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Audience:  
Judy Littlefield, Terri Cook, Curt Tronsdal, Mark Semrau, Bill Swanson, Ryan Dales; 
District Employees:  Jamie LeBlanc, Larry Saunders, Chris Shaff, Krista Lewis. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Minutes of the April 26, 2016 
Commission meeting as sent.  The motion passed. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve payment of Voucher Approval No. 2673 – 
Voucher Nos. 6130-6184, Payroll Check Nos. 14096-14174 ($329.068.88) 05/03/16.  
Commissioner Cook abstained.  The motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Acting Manager Tate reported the following: 
• Interim General Manager Sidhu and Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik are 

attending the American Water Works Association/Pacific Northwest Section 
(AWWA/PNWS) conference in Boise.   

• Crews continue to lay pipe on Waugh Road Project 
• Staff is reviewing the bids received for the Division Street Tank and Booster Pump 

Project 
• There was a large turnout for the Mount Vernon High School Science and Technology 

Night and the District’s booth was very busy. 

Attorney Gilbert reported that an additional account will come off the delinquent LUD 
list, as the probate process will extinguish the lien.  Attorney Gilbert stated that he would 
not be at the meeting next week as he will be out of state for ten days, but will be 
available by phone if needed. 

IT Manager Chrysler reported that the District is on track with the computer system 
upgrade project. 

Operations Manager Fox reported the following: 
• The advertisement for solicitation of bids regarding the chemical feed system at 

the WTP will publish on May 12 
• The WTP began pumping from the Skagit River Diversion on Monday. 
• A fire on the west side of Mount Vernon used approximately 2-3 million gallons 

of water and the District received a call for additional water pressure which was 
provided through the West Bank Intertie. 

Human Resource Manager White reported that she spoke with Bill McDonald of 
Prothman today and they have received 29 applications for the position of General 
Manager and have narrowed the applicants to consider to 12.  Prothman would like to 
meet in executive session with the Commission next Tuesday for approximately two 
hours to discuss the 12 applicants and she recommended an earlier meeting of the 
Commission at 2:30 PM.  Discussion ensued regarding Commissioner Cook’s request to 
review all 29 applications, the purpose of hiring an agency to perform the search and 
application process for a General Manager, and the scope of work under Prothman’s 
contract.  Commissioner Littlefield stated he would like to schedule the Commission 
meeting at 2:30 PM with a short agenda as recommended.   



Commissioner Cook asked if the District received a citation; HR Manager White replied 
yes, a citation, not a fine, from Labor & Industries for not having regular safety meetings.  
She explained that Manager Powell had temporarily decided to shut down the Safety 
Committee for reevaluation after the first of the year and they had not been restarted after 
his departure.  She stated she met with L&I and they were very complimentary of the 
District about the improvements that have been made and the District is holding safety 
meetings. 

Acting Finance Manager Saxton reported that the Annual Finance Report to the State is 
moving along. 

Under Old Business, Status of Budget through December 31, 2015, discussion continued 
regarding the status presented at the meeting of April 26.   

Under Old Business, Consideration of Biweekly Commission Meetings, discussion 
continued.  Commissioner Littlefield indicated that Attorney Gilbert had requested that 
this item be placed on the Agenda.  Commissioner Littlefield stated he had given the 
issue considerable thought and suggested a trial period of two meetings per month from 
July to December.  Discussion ensued regarding various issues associated with a 
reduction of meetings.  Attorney Gilbert stated that the Commission meets weekly by 
Resolution and suggested a revised resolution and a vote on said resolution.  
Commissioner Littlefield requested that a resolution be prepared.  Commissioner 
Robertson moved to begin having two Commission meetings per month beginning July 
2016 for a six month interim basis on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month and not 
following a Monday holiday.  Additional discussion ensued.  The motion passed. 

Commissioner Littlefield asked about the status of water services sold; Acting Manager 
Tate replied 103 to date for 2016. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson stated that this is the month 
for potential candidates to file and wished anyone luck that is considering running for 
office. 

Commissioner Littlefield commented regarding lead in the drinking water of schools and 
asked if the District had received any calls since the last meeting; Acting Manager Tate 
replied no.  Operations Manager Fox replied that CR Manager Tate had placed a nice 
item on the website regarding lead.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if the District 
provides testing; Acting Manager Tate replied that the District can direct customers to a 
company that performs testing. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  Attorney Gilbert stated that there is an executive session scheduled on 
the Agenda.  Commissioner Robertson withdrew his motion. 

Commissioner Cook asked what can be discussed under RCW 42.30.110 (1) (i); Clerk of 
the Board Carpenter read aloud the statute. 

At this time, President Littlefield recessed the regular meeting to go into executive 
session per RCW 42.30.110 (1) (i) for an approximate duration of 15-20 minutes.  No 
action will be taken following the executive session.   

The meeting was recessed at 5:09 PM. 

President Littlefield reconvened the regular meeting of the Commission at 5:24 PM. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of May 3, 2016 was adjourned at 
5:25 PM. 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


